
EM-007-2017 HESP Evaluation Questions and Answers Part 2 
 
The Trust received a request to extend the question period to address a question submitted after the 
deadline specified in the RFP. 
 
The request for an extension on submitting questions was granted. 
 

Question: 
My firm, GDS Associates, is interested in submitting a proposal in response to the Efficiency Maine Trust 
RFP for the impact evaluation of the Home Energy Savings Program.  I see that the Trust’s RFP states on 
page 12 that  
“In order to avoid conflicts of interest and ensure independence in the conduct of the program 
evaluation, no entity involved in: (1) any aspect of the design, implementation or delivery of the 
program being evaluated, (2) in the installation, technical assistance analysis, application or 
commissioning of a measure being evaluated, or (3) currently under contract with the Maine Public 
Utilities Commission for services related to Efficiency Maine Trust, may be involved in the conduct of 
the evaluation.” 
 
As you may know, GDS does have a contract with the Efficiency Maine Trust (but not the Maine PUC) for 
the implementation of the Efficiency Maine Commercial and Industrial Prescriptive Incentive Program. 
This contract started on July 1, 2016 and will likely run for three years if extended for the full period by 
the Trust. Can you let me know if GDS Associates is eligible to submit a proposal to the Trust for the 
impact evaluation of the Trust’s Home Energy Savings Program given that we have a contract with the 
Trust for the C&I Prescriptive Program? Based on the wording of the RFP, it appears that GDS is eligible 
because our contract for the Prescriptive Program is with the Trust, not the PUC. Please let me know if 
GDS is eligible to submit a proposal. 
 
Answer: 
On account of comments that were recently directed to the Trust in its Triennial Plan review, the Trust is 
redoubling its efforts to avoid perceptions of conflict of interest in the evaluation of its programs.  
Notwithstanding the language contained in this RFP regarding Conflict of Interest, the Trust will not 
accept proposals for this program evaluation from an entity that is the prime contractor for the 
implementation of a major program of the Trust.  A “major program” is defined as a program having an 
annual budget of greater than $500,000. 


