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ANNOUNCER:
Welcome back to another Green Business Minute, sponsored by Efficiency Maine. Today we’re speaking with Efficiency Maine Director, John Brautigam, about how Efficiency Maine helps small businesses go green. John, I understand you have special programs just for small businesses.

JOHN:
That’s right. First, we offer free energy audits. 

A: 
You send one of your experts out to businesses, right?

J:
Yes, we review utility and heating bills, talk to management and staff, and look at the lighting, HVAC and more. Then we deliver a written report on energy-efficiency opportunities. Second, we offer loans at just 1% interest to buy energy-efficient new equipment.

A: 
Which means saving money, while reducing Maine’s pollution in the bargain.

J:
Bargain is a good word for it. 

A:
Last question: what is a small business?

J:
The Program is open to all businesses and non-profits with fewer than 50 employees, or less than $5 million dollars in annual sales. Which is the majority in Maine.

A:
And the place to start, of course, is at efficiency maine dot com. Where you’ll find all the info you need, including a list of Qualified Partners.

