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Gold Top 
Farm

Gold Top Farm, a family farm in Knox, Maine, successfully leveraged

state and federal cash incentives and grant programs to cover

half the cost of its project to upgrade the ventilation in its barn,

and is now reaping the benefits of much improved ventilation

and lower electric bills.

The twenty-four 4-foot, one horsepower fans in John Ingraham’s

Gold Top Farm dairy barn were inadequate. In the areas where

the fans did move the air, the 375 Holstein cows bunched

together, creating more heat and heat stress, which directly

affected their health, milk productivity, and reproduction. In the

winter, the heat from the cows, combined with a lack of ventilation,

created condensation on the ceiling that caused damage to the

barn roof.

Mr. Ingraham visited Taylor Farms in Saint Albans, which had

installed Big Ass Fans®. Big Ass Fans are very large, high

volume, low speed fans that provide greater air circulation and

use less electricity than the alternative – which is the use of

many more small fans. He consulted with his equipment supplier,

Paul Brooks of Paris Farmers Union, a Qualified Partner of the

Efficiency Maine Business Program. Mr. Brooks informed

Mr. Ingraham that his purchase of energy saving Big Ass Fans

would make him eligible for a cash incentive from the Efficiency

Maine Business Program. Mr. Ingraham decided to have three,

24-foot Big Ass Fans installed, instead of adding more of the

smaller fans. Based on an estimated savings of 89,856 kilowatt

hours annually, Gold Top Farm received a cash incentive of $4,133,

which equaled about 25% of the cost of the project, from

Efficiency Maine.
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