
Maine Public Utilities Commission 
NEWS RELEASE   

Maine Public Utilities Commission 
242 State Street 
Augusta, Maine 04333-0018 
Website: http://www.maine.gov/mpuc/, Email: maine.puc@maine.gov 
CONTACT: Phillip Lindley, 207.287.1598, phil.lindley@maine.gov

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
February 13, 2006 

“Save-A-Watt” 10% Challenge Reaches Halfway Point  
 

AUGUSTA, MAINE – This week marks the halfway point for Maine’s Save-A-Watt 10% 

Challenge.  Including the results of this week’s drawing, which is set for Friday, twenty-six Maine 

homeowners or businesses will each have won a $1,000 rebate for an Energy Star appliance or other 

qualified product.  The Challenge will continue through the end of March, with four new winners 

selected weekly until a total of fifty rebates have been awarded. 

 Since the Challenge began last December, over 200 thousand residential and small business 

customers of Central Maine Power and Bangor Hydro-Electric Companies (28% of all customers 

billed) have qualified for the rebate drawings by reducing their electricity use by 10% or more 

compared to last year.  On average, qualifying customers reduced usage by about 28%, saving over 

50 million kWh.  These savings represent enough electricity to power 7,500 Maine homes for an 

entire year.    

Winners have saved electricity in a variety of ways.  For example, Joanne Tenney of 

Windham installed efficient light bulbs and made sure to turn off lights, and the computer and TV, 

when not in use. Martha McLean of Greenwood saved by not using her electric baseboard heat, 

hanging clothes out to dry instead of using the dryer, installing efficient light bulbs and making sure 

to turn off unneeded lights.  Kimberly Mazone of Bath installed passive solar, switched to propane 

for some of her water heating, and used efficient light bulbs.  Howard Johnson of Lewiston saved by 

replacing old appliances with more efficient ones.    
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Small businesses have also participated and been winners in the Challenge.   In the case of 

one business winner, Riverside Redemption of Howland, electricity savings were attributed to 

discontinuing the use of unneeded commercial coolers.   

Kurt Adams, Chairman of the Maine Public Utilities Commission, expressed his appreciation 

for the savings achieved this winter.  "We are very gratified by the conservation efforts of Mainers.  

Although our contest was prompted by concerns that we might have rolling blackouts during the 

winter months, the challenge for us and the state generally will be to make conservation not just 

something we do during emergencies but rather a permanent part of how we use electricity."  Adams 

added, "What impresses us in talking with the winners is that most accomplished their savings 

without a great expenditure of either time or money.  It proves that if enough people take enough 

small steps, it can produce big results both in reducing electricity prices and in protecting the 

environment.”  

The “Save-A-Watt” Challenge is a joint effort of the Maine Public Utilities Commission and 

Constellation Energy, the supplier of standard offer power for CMP’s and BHE’s residential and 

small business customers.  Drawings will be held through March 31, 2006.  Customers reducing 

their electricity consumption by at least 10% are automatically entered into a drawing if their 

monthly billing cycle ended during the week preceding the drawing. 

   

###### 

For more information:  www.energystar.gov, www.efficiencymaine.com  

All PUC News Releases may be found on our website at:  
http://www.maine.gov/mpuc/staying_informed/news/press_release.shtml  

To arrange an interview with Chairman Adams or Commissioners Diamond or Reishus, please 
contact Phillip Lindley at 207.287.1598 or by e-mail at phil.lindley@maine.gov.  The Commission’s 
website may be accessed through the Maine School and Library Network at all public libraries in 
Maine. 
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