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Q1: Is there a typical heat load that you are looking for? 
 
A1: For evaluating system design, we will consider annual heat loads on a case-by-case basis, but the 

typical Maine home has a 92 MMBTU annual load. For detail on typical climate conditions, 
please reference TMY3 weather data for the state of Maine. 

 
 
Q2:      Is there a target cost for the system? 
 
A2: A key goal of this project is to discover the most cost-effective decarbonized home heating 

solutions for Maine. The initial capital cost will not be the only metric, as some system 
configurations will have lower operating costs. The Trust plans to work with the awardee in 
creating preliminary estimates of these operating costs, depending on the system configuration. 
In addition, the Trust recognizes that capital costs in the demonstration project may not reflect 
costs at scale. The awardee will be encouraged to procure estimates for cost at scale from all 
vendors.  

 
 
Q3: How does the Trust anticipate handling the variance in distribution systems. In particular, is 

the Trust prepared to consider solutions that involve removing and replacing some or all 
baseboards? 

 
A3: The Trust is looking for a set of decarbonized heat pump heating solutions that will work for all 

major categories of home heating in Maine.  This includes a heating solution that will work for 
houses with hot water baseboards. As described in the RFP, solutions can include plans for 
modifying the heat distribution systems. A solution that requires replacing the entire 
distribution system will need to bear the capital cost of doing so in the analysis of its economic 
viability. 

 
 
Q4: Who does Efficiency Maine view as an ideal participant in this pilot? 
 
A4: The RFP outlines specifics for home eligibility. However, due to the complexities of the 

technology the Trust anticipates someone with a background in HVAC technology or an 
understanding in the goals of the pilot may be beneficial. 

 
 
 



 
Q5: Would Efficiency Maine be willing to consider participants outside of the Versant Bangor 

Hydro District territory outlined in the RFP? 
 
A5: Yes. The RFP outlines the general area in Versants Bangor Hydro District territory where we 

believe this technology would have the greatest impact. However, for purposes of this pilot the 
Trust would be flexible to homes with appropriate participants, provided they are still within the 
state of Maine. 

 
 
Q6: Figure 1 in the RFP outlines several temperatures across the system, is there any flexibility to 

this model? 
 
A6: Yes. The example outlined in Figure 1 of the RFP is an example of how a system could 

theoretically be configured to meet the goals of this pilot, however every aspect of the example 
would be flexible, provided the primary goals of the RFP were met. 

 
 
Q7: Are bids considered confidential? 
 
A7: No. Please don't include any confidential information in your bid package. 
 
 
Q6: Can Efficiency Maine provide any additional information about previous research into 

hydronic heat pumps and thermal storage? 
 
A6: Yes. Please see Attachment D of the RFP. 
 


