
Energy Landscape for 2026
Excerpts and Takeaways from Various Recent 

Forums/Presentations/Articles/Reports



Headlines from Maine and Away
Rising electric bills lead to state scrutiny 
but little relief for residents      12-11-2025
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Maine expands program to help low-
income households pay electric bills 
amid rising costs                      12-16-2025

Maine electricity bills set to rise as 2026 
Standard Offer rates approved     11-20-2025

Maine electric prices to hit highest level 
in three years  11-19-2025Gov. Mills opposes CMP plan that could raise average 

annual electricity costs by more than $400    9-16-2025

Electricity costs jolt New Jersey's race for governor — 
and they're coming for the midterms       9-19-2025

12 million Floridians are about to see 
their electricity prices spike in one of 
the largest utility rate increases in state 
history   11-22-2025
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Source: LBNL-Brattle, “Factors”, 2025
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Source: LBNL-Brattle, “Factors”, 2025



Recent Estimates of Storm Recovery Utility Price Impacts

6Source: LBNL-Brattle, “Factors”, 2025



7

Source: LBNL-Brattle, “Factors”, 2025



Increased load may depress retail electricity 
prices in the right circumstances (p. 35)
• Forecasted load growth from data centers, manufacturing, and other drivers has created concerns that 

increasing load might place upward pressure on wholesale prices and T&D delivery infrastructure, and 
thus also retail electricity prices

• Over the last 5 years, however, states with the highest growth saw average prices decline in inflation-
adjusted terms (over 1 cent/kWh in some cases); states with load reduction / contraction often saw 
prices increase

• Statistical analysis by LBNL presented later confirms this finding, controlling for other variables
• Recent cost increases have not primarily been due to load growth; it is therefore natural that load 

growth over this period tended to reduce prices as fixed costs are spread over more demand (and the 
reverse for load reductions)

• Quotes from Georgia, California, Maine support concept of load growth potentially putting downward 
pressure on prices

• Importantly, this relationship need not always exist: a higher growth future can increase retail prices 
if new supply and delivery infrastructure is constrained and costly—as it currently appears to be in 
some or many states

8Source: LBL-Brattle, “Factors”, 2025, p. 35



ME Case Study
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Source: LBNL-Brattle, “Factors”, 2025, Slide 50



Slide 59
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Source: LBNL-Brattle, “Factors”, 2025, slide 59
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AARP
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Energy Burdens in Maine and Across the U.S.

13
Northern Utilities presentation, 11/13/2025; Source: EIA



IECG Winter Energy Conference
12/4/2025
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Source: Todd Griset, Preti Flaherty
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Source: Todd Griset, Preti Flaherty
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Source: Todd Griset, Preti Flaherty
17



Source: Todd Griset, Preti Flaherty
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CMP Retail Electricity Price

Source: Drew 
Landry, OPA
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Source: Eben Perkins, CES



New England 
12-Month 
Peak Demand
(2024-25)

Source: Benjamin Borowski, 
Preti Flaherty
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